
The recommendations of the Buford Highway LCI are rooted in the purpose and goals of the LCI Program to establish 
plans and policies in promotion of alternative forms of transportation. The desire to enable viable alternative modes of 
transportation, complete with walkable mixed-use development that provides housing opportunities for a wide range of 
incomes, stages of life, and family sizes is a goal that is shared by the stakeholders in the Buford Highway area. 

Yet this plan goes a step further by identifying concepts that aim to preserve, enhance, and cultivate a unique identity for the 
corridor. Today’s Buford Highway is truly a unique, one-of-a-kind community in the Atlanta region, and this plan acknowledges 
this uniqueness as a cultural and economic asset that must be retained into the future. It is this existing uniqueness that 
has more and more of Atlanta coming to Buford Highway to participate in the local food and retail scene offered along the 
corridor. 

This plan is based upon the fundamental belief that the future of Buford Highway must not lose the character, culture, and 
people of today’s Buford Highway. The problems that plague the corridor can be addressed in a way that works with the 
roadway’s assets as opposed to removing them. This plan presents a bold new vision for the future that is woven into the 
unique and diverse fabric of this amazing community. 

The plan provides recommendations that are big impact yet low cost while also generating recommendations that are bold 
and big dollar. And as with all plans, the recommendations and vision established within the plan do not in and of themselves 
turn the ideas into reality. Rather, this plan represents the intent of the community based on documented consensus. Creating 
the plan is only part of the work. Community members must continue the hard work of advocating for the implementation of 
this plan and, at times, stepping in to lead and participate in various initiatives to bring these concepts to life. 

Given the role of Buford Highway as a regional thoroughfare connecting multiple neighboring jurisdictions, it will become 
increasingly beneficial for many of this plan’s recommendations to eventually become integrated into the plans of these 
neighboring jurisdictions such as DeKalb County, Brookhaven, Norcross, and others. 

3.1  PURPOSE
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3.2  BIG IDEAS
The recommendations of the LCI Plan are positioned here as 23 Big Ideas. These Big Ideas 
encapsulate all of the concepts, ideas, and recommendations discussed and generated through the 
planning process.

    ENHANCED BUSES01
DESCRIPTION

bi
g 
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MARTA’s Route 39 serves Buford Highway between the Doraville and 
Lindbergh MARTA stations and is the busiest bus route in the system. It 
also enjoys the most frequent service of the bus system, with headways 
of 12 minutes throughout the day and on weekends. MARTA’s recent 
investments in new fleet vehicles (60-foot articulated buses) have 
expanded the ridership capacity of this route and increased its profile as 
a flagship bus corridor.

The LCI study explores ways that these investments might be enhanced 
even further, recognizing MARTA’s ongoing efforts to reconfigure 
systemwide service from its 2016 Comprehensive Operations Analysis 
(COA) and GDOT’s implementation of pedestrian safety enhancements 
along the Buford Highway corridor. Both of these will play a part in 
increasing access to transit service and making transit use a more 
attractive option for the Buford Highway corridor communities. 

Big Idea #1 includes the following more specific bus 
enhancement recommendations:
 
RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1 Hi-Tech Route. Upgrade MARTA bus route 39 with  
 the latest “hi-tech” improvements related to 
 energy, payment systems, and vehicle design.
1.2 Modern Buses. Provide modern bus cars that 
 have the feel of an on-street trolley line    
 complete with multiple doorways and curb-  
 level height doorways.
1.3 BuHi Fare. Create a lower bus fare “BuHi’ route  
 ticket, for travel restricted to Buford Highway.
1.4 Bus Lane (Short-Term). Work with GDOT to   
 analyze the feasibility of utilizing the outside   
 travel lane as a bus-only lane.
1.5 Multi-purpose Path (Long-term). Work with   
 GDOT to analyze the feasibility of utilizing the 
 outside travel lane as a walking and biking path.
1.6 Coordination Framework. Establish a    
 coordination  committee consisting of City staff,  
 community members, partner agencies, business  
 owners, and property owners to monitor and   
 pursue grant funding opportunities for 
 implementing plan recommendations. (CDC   
 REACH Grant and DOT TIGER Grant are ideal  
 funding opportunities for future pursuit.)

MARTA’s bus route 39 is envisioned to become a more modern experience with enhanced 
vehicles and expedited service along Buford Highway.
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A CLOSER LOOK:  
MARTA BUSES
The Cities should coordinate with 
MARTA on studying operational 
improvements as part of implementing 
its 2016 Comprehensive Operations 
Analysis (COA) and subsequent 
Transit Development Plan. At the 
time of writing this report, these are 
ongoing efforts and coordination 
should begin as quickly as possible. 
The Cities should emphasize a desire 
for operational improvements such as 
reduced headways between buses, 
consolidation or relocation of stops 
to locations that are more pedestrian-
friendly, and potential limited-stop 
service on portions of the corridor or at 
certain times of the day.

The Cities should also coordinate 
with MARTA on any future evolution 
of MARTA fare policy, especially to 
explore creation of a zoned fare system 
that might allow short trips on Buford 
Highway to incur lower fares or costs 
to riders. MARTA’s COA has already 
recommended that MARTA tailor 

its fare policy to appeal to ‘lifestyle’ 
transit riders (i.e. riders who would 
use transit to satisfy multiple daily 
trips, not just commuting to and from 
work), and in many ways the Buford 
Highway corridor communities already 
provide this transit market segment 
through their use of transit for work, 
school, shopping, medical visits, and 
other trip purposes. By consolidating 
fares to be more user-friendly, MARTA 
may be able to increase ridership but 
also serve a broader portion of the 
community currently served by private 
transit vehicles (Georgia Bus Lines) or 
by other, less convenient modes.

As an ongoing effort, MARTA should 
monitor ridership and transit demand 
trends on the Buford Highway 
corridor to inform future planning 
decisions. This already happens as a 
matter of regular MARTA roles and 
responsibilities. Coordination of this 
effort and regular sharing of data 

with the Cities could help to identify 
analysis topics to which this data could 
be applied, to channel input from the 
Cities and community members on 
potential service enhancements, and 
to provide the Cities with information 
helpful in their own planning and 
development review processes.

image via Kristain Baty
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DESCRIPTION

As part of the enhanced bus service along Buford Highway, the 
bus stops should also be improved. Big Idea #2 includes the 
following more specific bus stop recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Public Spaces. Create “major” bus stop areas 
 complete with transit plazas and public 
 spaces. Consider sites that have high 
 ridership at stops, have obvious physical 
 opportunities in terms of size and space, and 
 that have partnership potential with private 
 property or business owners in bringing 
 enhancements out of right-of-way and onto 
 private property.
2.2 Amenities. Develop a standard amenity  
 package for the entire corridor for seating  
 areas, shelters, public art, lighting at stops  
 and other pedestrian amenities.
2.3 Fare Vending Machines. Provide fare   
 vending machines/kiosks at bus stops.
2.4 Signage. Provide signage in multiple 
 language to encourage ridership.
2.5 Stop Names. Create “names” for the stops 
 similar to train station names.
2.6 Digital Maps. Provide digital maps showing 
 route 39 complete with the designated stop 
 names, and real-time bus locations and arrival 
 times.

Future bus stops on Buford Highway could be enhanced to become transit plazas 
completed with station names, bus shelters, and seating areas.
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A CLOSER LOOK:   
MARTA BUS STOPS

MARTA should consider conducting a feasibility study of off-board ticketing at 
key locations to improve transit service performance and allow more efficient 
passenger loading and unloading at busy stops. MARTA has explored and 
engaged in off-board fare vending programs in the past, with limited success and 
considerable logistical challenges to implementation. This recommendation may 
also depend on MARTA’s current fare vending technology and related service 
providers. The advent of mobile technology in fare payment, something that 
MARTA is currently developing with an expected forthcoming public introduction, 
might also greatly facilitate fare payment and reduce the need for investment in 
capital infrastructure.

MARTA should further add real-time display information at key stops, allowing 
riders without mobile devices or handheld data connections to understand 
real-time bus locations and arrival times. MARTA has begun installing real-time 
displays at rail stations; displays at the bus stops may be more basic in order to 
fit them into available spaces and reduce cost, but should still provide the same 
useful information to riders.

image via NACTO
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DESCRIPTION

Buford Highway has a significant number of pedestrians who 
traverse the corridor and this plan proposes to do more to make 
walking safe and comfortable. Big Idea #3 includes the following 
more specific sidewalk recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 New Sidewalks. Construct new sidewalks on 
 portions of Buford Highway where they 
 do not exist today. The primary length of 
 missing sidewalks is from Oak Shadow Circle 
 to Shallowford Terrace in Chamblee.
3.2 Wider Sidewalks. Provide 15-foot sidewalks 
 along the entire length of Buford Highway on 
 both sides of the street.
3.3 Landscape Buffer. Provide a minimum 5’ 
 landscape/amenity zone adjacent to the curb 
 along the entire length of Buford Highway on 
 both sides of the street.
3.4 Supplemental Zone. Provide a minimum 10’ 
 supplemental zone in front of newly 
 constructed buildings along the entire length 
 of Buford Highway on both sides of the 
 street, to be used for outdoor dining,   
 residential buffering, or pedestrian plaza  
 areas.
3.5 Multi-Use Path. Design a wider multi-use  
 path along Buford Highway so they can   
 be safely utilized by both pedestrians and  
 cyclists.

A wide multi-use path will be provided along Buford Highway for purposes of 
accomodating both pedestrians and cyclists. 
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A CLOSER LOOK:  STREET 
TRANSFORMATION

The central long-term recommendation for Buford Highway is to transform it from its current highway 
design into a more urban street that promotes safe and comfortable pedestrian movement, improves 
access to transit, and maintains efficient traffic operations. This balance of modes is not a part of 
today’s corridor experience, which prioritizes vehicle movement and allows traffic to move at high 
speeds—in spite of the large numbers of travelers who are not driving along the corridor. It cannot be 
emphasized enough that addressing the current safety challenges on the corridor will involve a series 
of strategic actions that reduce travel speeds to a more urban-appropriate level.

This transformation entails a series of steps that the study has organized into a central decision-making 
framework. These steps are actions that the Cities, GDOT and other partner agencies take, but they are 
based on observation and understanding of corridor characteristics and reaching consensus on moving 
forward. This is outlined in the following section. It is supported by a general LCI recommendation for 
consolidation of access and curb cuts to properties along Buford Highway.

The future urban street of Buford Highway must also establish firm linkages to the future mixed use 
Activity Centers that currently exist or that will emerge along the corridor such as Downtown Doraville, 
Assembly, Nexus BuHi, and Plaza Fiesta. Future improvements such as enhanced buses, wide sidewalks, 
bike lanes, and the BuHi Walk should all establish a direct tie-in from Buford Highway to these existing 
and planned nodes to provide for a seamless experience along the corridor.

image via Georgia State’s Planning Atlanta 1991
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DESCRIPTION

In addition to improving the sidewalk infrastructure along the 
corridor, it is imperative to continue providing safe opportunities 
for crossing the street as well. Big Idea #4 includes the following 
more specific mid-block crossing recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Park Avenue Crossing. Install an additional 
 mid-block crossing along Buford Highway 
 near the Doraville City Hall, generally near Park  
 Avenue.
4.2 Longmire Way/McElroy Crossing. Install an   
 additional mid-block crossing along Buford   
 Highway between Longmire Way and McElroy   
 Road.
4.3 Bus Stop Coordination. Coordinate new mid-block  
 crossings with the installation of enhanced bus stop  
 areas wherever possible (Idea #2).
4.4 Curb Cut Consolidation Coordination. 
 Coordinate new mid-block crossings with the 
 consolidation of curb cuts and driveways wherever  
 possible (Idea #5).
4.5 Landscaped Medians. Utilize cross walk installations  
 to simultaneously create enhanced landscaped (with  
 street trees)  medians that serve as pedestrian
  refuge locations along the corridor.
4.6 Future Crossing Coordination. Continue to   
 coordinate with GDOT to identify future mid-  
 block crossings at other key locations, as   
 warranted, to provide smaller block sizes for   
 purposes of improving pedestrian safety.

image via PEDS

Additional mid-block crossings are needed to continue to ensure that the large 
number of pedestrians along the corridor can safely cross the busy street at key 
locations.
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(Google Earth)

DESCRIPTION
existing conditionsVirtually every transportation recommendation made as part of this LCI Study is dependent on the eventual consolidation of 

driveway curb cuts. From improving pedestrian mobility with wider sidewalks or facilitating enhanced bus service along the corridor, 
the degree to which the recommendations of this plan will be successfully implemented is directly related to the ability of the 
existing number of driveways and curb cuts to be reduced. 

The current inventory of driveway curb cuts emerged when the roadway was largely considered to be navigable only by car. 
But more recent plans and policies initiated by both cities, as well as the vision established through this planning process, have 
confirmed that this auto-oriented orientation is undesirable and unsustainable. 

The large number of driveway curb cuts emerged over several decades of 
development and it will likely take an equal amount of time for reductions 
and consolidations to occur. Big Idea #5 includes the following more specific 
driveway and curbcut consolidation recommendations:
 
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Curb Cut Consolidation. Work with property owners to 
 consolidate multiple adjoining curb cuts as part of new 
 streetscape installations or when associated with new 
 development or redevelopment applications.
5.2 Access Study. Conduct a detailed access study on the 
 corridor to determine a current number and spacing of 
 driveways, to understand and illustrate right-of-way constraints, 
 and to identify opportunities for closure, consolidation, and 
 interparcel connectivity.
5.3 Zoning Changes. Update zoning ordinances and/or 
 development regulations to integrate updated driveway curb 
 cuts standards and interparcel connectivity requirements. (Idea #15)

BUFORD HIGHWAY TRANSFORMATION

Although this typical section varies slightly throughout the corridor, nearly the entire length of the study area through 
Chamblee and Doraville features a seven-lane cross-section (six travel lanes with a continuous, two-way left turn lane) with 
several intersections also featuring right-turn storage lanes (for a total of nine lanes). Sidewalks are generally five feet in 
width and may contain an additional two feet of landscaping separation from the roadway curb.

3.2  BIG IDEAS

Peachtree Road in Buckhead is a model for how a busy corridor can 
transform into a pedestrian-friendly boulevard.

Diagram 8. Existing Conditions
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Step 1: Repurposed Outer Lane Step 1

This design makes no fundamental changes to the curb-to-curb space other than striping and marking to convert 
the outer travel lane to a dedicated transit facility. In the near-term, this lane will be traversed by vehicles entering or 
exiting driveways, and ongoing driveway consolidation should remain a priority of both Cities and GDOT. In this design, 
upgraded transit facilities and streetscape enhancements are located outside the Right-of-Way (ROW) in easements.  
This represents a low-cost, captial-light enhancement program that would allow current transit services to operate more 
efficiently in travel lanes dedicated to transit buses.
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Repurposing the outer travel lane for 
transit operations reduces the number 
of vehicles in this lane and provides an 
additional 11 to 12 feet of separation 
between pedestrians and general 
purpose vehicles.  This lane is envisioned 
to support both MARTA buses as well as 
private transit operators, with potentially 
more services (such as vanpools and 
multi-passenger shared ride services) also 
allowed. 

In the near term, the transit 
lane will be used for right turns, 
especially at intersections. 
Design will likely feature periodic 
transition or weaving zones 
where vehicles may enter the 
transit lane, although signage 
and marking should indicate that 
general-purpose through travel is 
not allowed in the transit lane.

Transit stops with enhanced shelter and waiting areas are 
shown in the diagram as far-side stops at intersections, though 
portions of these stop are likely to lie outside of the right-
of-way and require easements or use agreements (Near-side 
stops are located immediately before an intersection and 
far-side stops are located immediately after an intsersection).  
Exact stop locations will be determined in partnership with 
MARTA as part of ongoing study efforts for the corridor and 
is dependent on signal prioritization. For articulated (double 
length) buses, at least 100 feet of length along the curbside 
should be allowed for bus boarding and passenger waiting.

Streetscape enhancements located outside of the ROW may include simple tree and landscape additions 
intended to provide shade and pedestrian comfort, or may include more extensive enhancements that incorporate 
placemaking features including public furniture such as benches, waste receptacles, and pedestrian lighting.

3.2  BIG IDEAS

Far-Side Bus Stop

Diagram 9. Buford Highway Repurposed Outer Lane

Note: Lane reductions on Buford Highway are subject to further study and review in partnership with GDOT.
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Step 2: Median and Midblock Crossings

Keeping the same fundamental cross-section as in Step 1, consolidation and closure of driveways along significant 
lengths of corridor also allows the opportunity to add raised medians in place of the two-way left turn lane. These should 
continue to allow sufficient left-turn storage length at intersections, and should generally be placed when at least 100 
feet of median length is achievable. Medians should also be placed around future signalized mid-block (HAWK) crossings, 
as indicated to the right of the diagram. These are proposed with special buffer treatment allowing pedestrians to cross 
through the transit lane before crossing main lanes, which can shorten the distance needed while the signal has stopped 
vehicular traffic. Medians should be designed to accomodate overstory trees.

Step 2: Medians and Midblock Crossings

6 7 5

5
 

9
 

25
 

9
 

25
 

9
 

2

Addition of medians can begin on an 
opportunity basis and GDOT has expressed 
support for the concept. The Cities will take 
lead responsibility for efforts in driveway 
consolidation, but once this has occurred 
medians allowing sufficient left turn storage 
can be added. The Cities and GDOT should 
explore landscaping or other features as 
environmental and aesthetic improvements.

As the number of driveway curb cuts are reduced, the transition areas to use the transit lane for right turns can also be reduced. An 
ultimate design for this transit lane concept would likely continue to allow right turns at key intersections, but only at these locations 
and at key driveway curb cuts.

When utilizing HAWK crossings, special 
designs are needed around the transit lane. 
Proposed here is a lane-narrowing design 
that allows space (typically 2 feet) for raised 
island buffers to separate the transit lane 
from general-purpose travel lanes so that 
pedestrians crossing at the signal can wait 
in the buffer for Buford Highway traffic to be 
stopped.

HAWK (High intensity Activated crossWalK) 
crossings may not always feature transit 
stops, but opportunities to pair them should 
be prioritized. Transit facility design should 
incorporate sufficient waiting space for 
pedestrians crossing at HAWK signals but 
also provide ample length for transit vehicles 
to stop while not blocking the crosswalk or 
impeding pedestrian visibility across the road.
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3.2  BIG IDEAS

Far-Side Bus Stop

Diagram 10. Buford Highway Median and Midblock Crossings

Note: Lane reductions on Buford Highway are subject to further study and review in partnership with GDOT.
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As a long-term approach, if the Cities, agency partners, and stakeholders reach consensus that traffic operations will not 
require the full seven-lane roadway section into the future, the outer lanes may be reclaimed as expanded sidewalk with 
right turn lane and transit stop spacing preserved at intersections or other key locations where transit stops are located. 
This allows sufficiently greater space for streetscape enhancements in the ROW and reduces the overall dimensions of 
the street section, thus helping to control vehicle speeds and reduce safety risk. The Cities should work with GDOT to 
delineate the scenarios which would enable the street trees planted along the corridor to be able to be located adjacent 
to the Buford Highway street curb.

GDOT standards require streetscape enhancements and 
other vertical elements to be located at the back of ROW. 
However, Chamblee and Doraville should pursue design 
variances from GDOT to create an urban streetscape for 
increased pedestrian safety and to separate pedstrian 
traffic from vehicular traffic.

The expanded curbs of this section would revert to the existing third lane on approach to intersections, serving both right-turn 
vehicles and allowing a queue jump lane for transit. If the far-side stops as shown in these diagrams are used, a corresponding stop 
area across the intersection would be reserved for transit vehicles.

The third travel lane is preserved for transit stop areas, with the far-
side design shown here allowing transit vehicles to pass through 
intersections and avoid queues and signal red lights before making a 
stop to board or release passengers. This allows transit vehicles to re-
enter an outer lane during red light phases for Buford Highway, when 
through traffic is held at the intersection.

Step 3: reclaimed outer lane Step 3: reclaimed outer lane
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3.2  BIG IDEAS

Far-Side Bus Stop

Diagram 11. Buford Highway Reclaimed Outer Lane

Note: Lane reductions on Buford Highway are subject to further study and review in partnership with GDOT.
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Similar to the addition of medians under Step 2, the two-way left turn lane may be replaced with medians once sufficient 
consolidation of driveways has been achieved, even if curbs are extended. As before, it is important that medians allow 
openings and left turn storage at key locations, and installation of medians without treatment of driveways is likely to 
generate U-turn movements at intersections - which can add to corridor safety risk, especially for pedestrians.

Step 3A: added medians Step 3A: added medians
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Although median placement could continue as an 
opportunity-based, incremental enhancement of the 
corridor, it is likely that medians would already be 
in place by the time a major reconstruction of the 
corridor to replace the outside travel lane for the 
multi-use path would occur.

As with Step 2, placement of medians should continue to allow sufficient left-turn storage space and should be designed as a joint 
GDOT-Cities effort based on more detailed traffic and operational study.
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3.2  BIG IDEAS

Diagram 12. Buford Highway Added Medians

Diagram 13. 
Buford Highway 
Conceptual  
Rendering

Providing overstory trees within a 
landscaped median would help to lower 

vehicular speeds along the corridor while 
also providing for a significant aesthetic 

improvement to Buford Highway.

The Buford Highway bus route could evolve over 
time to become a light rail transit infrastructure 
mixed with regular vehicular traffic along the 
corridor. Continued collaboration with MARTA 
on the viability of this concept should be 
pursued.
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EXISTING 
CONDITIONS STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

Actions

Conditions

Decisions

Driveway Consolidation

Transit Planning

Increasing 
Transit Demand

No Traffic 
Increases

Reduced 
Driveways

Managed 
Outer Lane

No Traffic Increases

Corridor 
Medians

Curb 
Extensions

The diagram to the right illustrates the transformation decision-making process in greater detail, with key actions for each of the agency 
partners identified for each step, conditions to be satisfied for the corridor to move onto the next step, and decision points needing 
consensus between the Cities, GDOT, MARTA and other agency partners. 

The LCI recommends a specific supplemental study for the first set of actions. The first of these (defined as the LCI’s Recommendation 
5.2) is a more detailed corridor access study that would identify current driveway locations, right-of-way boundaries, and parcel 
boundaries. This study would identify opportunities and general costs involved with driveway consolidation and establish an outline for 
a more proactive access management policy and program to expedite further consolidation of driveways on the corridor.

The second study recommendation is for ongoing coordination with MARTA as the agency develops its Transit Development Plan and 
implements recommendations of its 2016 Comprehensive Operations Analysis. If these efforts both advance the idea of enhanced bus 
service on Buford Highway and current efforts are successful in increasing transit ridership, the partner agencies may consider moving 
forward with implementation of Step 1.

    UNIFIED TRAVEL SPEED06bi
g 

id
ea

DESCRIPTION

There are many factors that contribute to high travel 
speeds along the Buford Highway corridor, perhaps most 
significantly the fact that there are more lanes than are 
needed for the amount of traffic that utilizes the roadway. 
Many of the recommendations of this plan will go a long 
way towards reducing travel speeds along the corridor. In 
addition to these other recommendations, there is a need 
for a unified travel speed to be established for speeds that 
reflect the desire for the roadway to be safe and accessible 
for all modes of transportation including buses, pedestrians, 
and cyclists. Big Idea #6 includes the following more specific 
travel speed recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Travel Speeds. Adopt a 35mph travel speed for the 
 entire corridor. This speed is already established in   
 Doraville and should be applied corridor-wide.
6.2 Travel Lanes. Reduce travel lane dimensions from the 
 current 12’ width per travel lane to 10’ width per lane.

Image via AARP

Repurposed
Outer Lane

3.2  BIG IDEAS

BUFORD HIGHWAY 
TRANSFORMATION:

Process Overview

and Milestones

Diagram 14. Buford Highway 
Transformation Process and 

Milestones

Diagram 15. Vehicular Speed Pedestiran Impact 
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DESCRIPTION

Although the study recommends a high-level framework 
approach to implement improvements over most of the 
Buford Highway corridor, it makes specific improvements 
around the I-285 interchange in Doraville, which is by most 
measures the most challenging and dangerous part of 
the corridor. This portion of the corridor has the highest 
crash rate, the highest numbers of bicycle and pedestrian 
crashes, and the highest daily traffic volumes. Due to the 
large intersections at the ends of the I-285 access ramps, 
pedestrians face some of the most difficult crossings of the 
entire corridor and a high number of turning vehicles whose 
drivers are focused on accessing the freeway ramps.

The study recommends a set of improvement projects to 
enhance pedestrian conditions at these crossings. The 
diagram to the right illustrates the different improvements 
and defines them as distinct projects. GDOT may be able to 
advance some of these projects as part of regular roadway 
maintenance and repairs.

Big Idea #7 includes the following more specific I-285 
recommendations on the following page.

RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 Signage. Add signage to alert motorists to   
 pedestrian crossings at ramps, especially  for 
 motorists making left turns onto ramps who may  
 have attention focused on oncoming vehicle traffic.  
 The crosswalks across existing ramps are currently  
 aligned close to the Buford Highway travel lanes  
 and give motorists little distance after turning to  
 slow or stop if needed.
7.2 Lighting. Improve pedestrian separation and   
 lighting under the I-285 bridge. Although the  
 sidewalk is generally wider under the bridge   
 than in other extents of the corridor, it is dark 
 and generally not a pleasant walking environment.   
 Nighttime pedestrians may face particular   
 challenges of seeing curb lines and curb ramps  
 when attempting to cross.
7.3 Widened Sidewalks. Widen the sidewalks and  
 restore curbs along Buford Highway (especially on  
 the north/west side of the road) and install raised  
 islands on the southeast corner of the interchange  
 (specifically, where the northbound-side crosswalk  
 crosses the entry and exit ramps to/from eastbound 
  I-285). Ideally a redesigned interchange would add  
 buffer separation along Buford Highway between  
 sidewalks and travel lanes. 
7.4 Public Art. Develop a concept for a public art   
 installation underneath the I-285 intersection. Work  
 with local public art groups to conduct the art   
 installation.

3.2  BIG IDEAS
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The existing 
285 overpass 
with Buford 
Highway (above) 
is an extremely 
unpleasant 
experience for 
pedestrians. The 
City of Campbell, 
California recently 
made pedestrian 
improvements 
to a highway 
underpass 
similar to the 
recommendations 
made by this plan. 

Map 16. I-285 Intersection Improvements
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